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ADYEETISEMENT.

Cninninnmtaltfj nf JfinMnrjiusBttB.

Secretary's Office ;

December 1, 1851.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives :
—

In accordance with the provisions of law, I have the

honor to submit the Ninth Eegistration of Births, Mar-

riages and Deaths, registered and returned to this office for

the year ending December 31st, 1850.

The Returns, from which this Eeport is made, are fuller

and more complete than any former ones, and afford

gratifying evidence that the service is becoming more fa-

miliar to the officers on whom it devolves, and its impor-

tance more generally appreciated by the people.

In the present Report only eight towns are found to

have neglected to make due returns, and the names of

these are given in the notes to each county, at the conclu-

sion.

The tables have been completed under the care of Mr.

E. P. Robinson, a clerk in this office, and, it is believed,

will be found accurate and satisfactory.



Vi ADVERTISEMENT.
^

The value of these Eegistrations, it is believed, must be-

come more apparent from year to year, as the nature and

practical bearings of the facts they present, become better

understood and appreciated.

Nothing can be more startling or more suggestive of

important considerations than the statistics contained in

these Reports, especially those in regard to the influence

of occupations on the duration of human life. From them

it appears, that agriculturists, in this Commonwealth, at-

tain to the average age of 64, while mechanics attain only

to that of 46. This most astonishing difference of 18 years,

or nearly 40 per cent., betw^een one large class of the com-

munity and another, cannot fail, sooner or later, to attract

the attention of the public mind, and awaken those in-

quiries which they evidently suggest. Whence this wide

disparity 1 How can it be removed or lessened \ What

are the peculiar circumstances incident to mechanical em-

ployments, which consign so large a part of our citizens to

premature graves 1 AVhat sanitary measures can be adopt-

ed, by persons engaged in these employments, to prevent

this appalling waste of life'? By w^hat means can the

great manufacturing and mechanical employments of man-

kind be carried forward, consistently with the physical

well-being of those engaged in them \

These and other questions, of similar import, cannot fail

to be forced upon the public mind by the facts presented in

these Reports ; nor can they fail to excite the deepest in-

terest in the mind of the philanthropist and political econ-
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omist. They present problems of the gravest character,

upon the solution of which depend the health and lon-

gevity of no inconsiderable part of the whole human race.

As society advances, the number of persons who become

engaged in these branches of industry is constantly increas-

ing. Grave and important as these questions are now,

they must become more so in the natural course of events.

Massachusetts has taken the lead in this work of Eegis-

tration, and it is well, for she, of all the states, is the

most immediately and deeply interested in the particular

X " present. A large and con-

// / ^ )f her citizens are engaged

/"^^""y^/
^ y7 ^ hese Eegistrations show, in-

10 rten life. They will lead
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^^ [uire m what manner and
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On the other hand, the deductions which cannot fail to

be drawn from these Reports, will tend to give encourage-

ment and contentment to our agricultural population, for

they show, most conclusively, that agriculture is the normal

occupation of man ; the one most congenial to his nature,

in which he has the best guarantee of a long and healthful

life. They demonstrate, too, the fact that the difference

in wages between the agriculturist and the mechanic is

more apparent than real. If the farmer has less for a day,

or a year, he has, prospectively, 40 per cent, more days, or
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omist. They present problems of the gravest character,

upon the solution of which depend the health and lon-

gevity of no inconsiderable part of the whole human race.

As society advances, the number of persons who become

engaged in these branches of industry is constantly increas-

ing. Grave and important as these questions are now,

they must become more so in the natural course of events.

Massachusetts has taken the lead in this work of Regis-

tration, and it is well, for she, of all the states, is the

most immediately and deeply interested in the particular

description of statistics they present. A large and con-

stantly increasing proportion of her citizens are engaged

in those employments which these Registrations show, in-

contestibly, greatly tend to shorten life. They will lead

to investigations, and will arouse her manufacturing and

mechanical population to inquire in what manner and

by what means the great evils they now suffer may be

removed or alleviated.

On the other hand, the deductions which cannot fail to

be dmwn from these Reports, will tend to give encourage-

ment and contentment to our agricultural population, for

they show, most conclusively, that agriculture is the normal

occupation of man ; the one most congenial to his nature,

in which he has the best guarantee of a long and healthful

life. They demonstrate, too, the fact that the difference

in wages between the agriculturist and the mechanic is

more apparent than real. If the farmer has less for a day,

or a year, he has, prospectively, 40 per cent, more days, or
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years, in which to earn wages. If the amount he gains

for one year he less, the aggregate for a life may be more

;

besides, what to most minds would be regarded a desid-

eratum, the prospect of 40 per cent, more of earthly ex-

istence.

Regarded in every point of view, therefore, these Reg-

istrations seem to be worthy of the state that has instituted

them, and the inquiring age in which we live.

AMASA WALKER,

Secretary of the Commonwealth,
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Table I. BIRTHS. 1850.

Exhibiting the number of each Sex born in the several Counties,

during each of the different niontJis of the year

1850.

Months.
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Table I. Births—1850. Continued.
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Table II.

Births— Phirality Cases in 1850.

(Included in Table I of Birllis.)

Months.
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Table III. STILL BORN. 1850.

Exhibiting the number of each Sex in the several Counties, dur

ing each month of the year

1850.

Months.
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Table IV. MARRIAGES. 1850.

Exhibiting the number solemnized in the several Counties ^ in

each month intervening January 1 and December 31,

1850;
AlsOj the Nativity of parties married.

HoDtha.
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Table V. MARRIAGES. 1850.

Exhibiting the Conditions and Ages of parties married daring

the twelve rtionths intervening Jan. 1 and Dec. 31,

1850.

(A. First marriage of both Parties.
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Table V. Marriages—1850. Continued.

(C.) Subsequent marriage of the Male, but first marriage of the

Female.
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Table V. Marriages—1850. Continued.

(E.) Conditions of Parties not stated.
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Table VI. DEATHS. 1850.

Exhihiti7ig the number of each sex in the several Counties^ during

each month of the year

1850.

Months.
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Table VI. Deaths—1850. Continued.

Months Sex.
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Table VII. DEATHS. 1850.

Exhibiting the number of each sex at differeiit ages in the several

Counties^ during the year

1850.

Ages.
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Table VII. Deaths—1850. Continued.
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Table X. CLASSIFICATION AND PER CENTAGE.

Classified Causes of Death, and the Per Cent, from each cause,

during a period of nine years.
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Table X. Classification and Per Centage. Continued.
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Table X. Classification and Per Centage. Continued.



1850.] PER CENTAGE OF DEATHS. 47

Table X. Classification and Per Centage. Continued.
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Table XL OCCUPATIONS.

Exhibiting the number ^ with their aggregate and average ages,

of persons having pursued different vocations, who have died

during the year 1850. Also a like statement for the six years

and eight mojiths previous.

(These Abstracts include only persons over 20 years of age.)
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Table XL Occupations. Continued.
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Table XI. Occupations. Continued.
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Table XI. Occupations. Continued.
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REMARKS.

As the present Report is the first under the new law, which

embraces a single year in its datal order, it is proposed to give a

brief synopsis of the three great " items " of which it treats,

•'Births, Marriages and Deaths," under distinct heads.

BIRTHS.

The whole number of Births in the Commonwealth, between

January 1st and December 31st, 1850, was 27,664; in 1849,

25,773; being an increase of 1891, or 7.34 per cent. Of this

number, 8197 were of foreign parentage, against 6480 in the

year preceding ; and there were 3278 whose parentage was not

stated, which is an improvement upon the last Report, in which

4235 births were not specified in this particular. It will be

observed that a large proportion of the births of foreign parent-

age occurs in our cities or manufacturing towns. For instance,

the whole number of births in Boston was 5279, of which 3340

were of foreign parentage ; in Lowell, 488 American to 452

foreign ; Fall River, 145 American to 164 foreign. Instances of

this kind might be multiplied.

Sex.—The number of births, sex not stated, was 135; in the

year preceding, 171. The number of births are as 1 to 36 of the

population, taking the Seventh National Census, which is used

throughout this Report, as a basis.

MARRIAGES.
The number of marriages for the year 1850, was 10,345;

showing the unprecedented increase of 3409, or nearly 50 per

cent, over the preceding year. This large increase is in part

owing to the returns being more full and complete ; but it cannot

be doubted that the late alteration in the law, concerning mar-
riage, has helped to swell the returns of matrimonial alliances

within the State. The number of marriages in Boston in 1849,
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was 1187; in 1850, 2467, being an increase of 1280, or more

than 100 per cent.

In connection with this topic, it is a noticeable fact, as will be

seen by reference to Table B, p. 21, that in most cases where a

bachelor contracts marriage with a widow, the age of the female

is the greatest. It is shown in that table, that 25 bachelors,

between the ages of 25 and 30, married widows between the

ages of 30 and 35. While on the other hand, where widowers

married with maids, the age Avas greatest on the side of the male.

On referring to Table C, we find 50 widowers, between the ages

of 35 and 40, married maids from 20 to 25, a difference of more

than one decade in life.

The nativity of the parties is not so uniformly stated as is

desirable. The tAVO important distinctions of parentage and

nativity, as well also as that of sex, were not introduced into

these Reports until 1849. They will doubtless be more accu.

rately stated in future registrations.

DEATHS.

The year 1850 was not marked by the prevalence of any

particular disease or class of diseases, and in this respect contrasts

strongly with the preceding year. The number of deaths in

1850 was 3817 less than in 1849, and this difference is mostly

accounted for by the extraordinary prevalence of certain diseases

in the latter year, as shown by the following statement ;

—

Deaths
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Sporadic Diseases, Uncertain Seat. There appears to be

a slight increase of this class of diseases, the excess being prin-

cipally in 7narasmus, cancer and infantile, which seem to pre-

ponderate in the cities.

Diseases affecting the Nervous Organs have increased from

1663, in 1849, to 1755. Injlainmation of the hrain, or cephalitis,

furnished 239 of this number, 109 of which were under 5 ;
brain

disease 188, convulsions 281, hydrocephalns 384; all of these dis-

eases being mostly confined to those under 5 years of age.

Respirative Organs. Pulmonary consumption has maintained

its former position as the great destroyer, 3527 having died from

this cause alone, being 21.96 per cent, of all specified causes.

Pnenmonia, or lung fever, may be added to the catalogue of

diseases of a formidable nature, it having taken the third rank

amongst fatal causes. 838 persons fell victims to its attacks in

1850. The whole number of deaths occurring from this class

of diseases was 4582, or one fourth of all the deaths in the

Commonwealth.

Circulative Organs. Diseases of the heart are evidently on

the increase. The number of deaths from this cause during the

eight months of 1848, was 128; in 1849, 379; and in 1850, 377.

The relative per cent, in 1848, 1.41; in 1849, 1.94; and in 1850,

2.35.

Those diseases which come under the head of Digestive

Organs seem also to be on the increase. The relative per cent,

of deaths from these causes, for the seven years ending 1848,

Avas 5.47; 1849, 7.07; and in 1850, 7.61. A large proportion of

the deaths of this class of diseases, such as teething and bowel

complaints, are confined to the earlier periods of life ; the city of

Boston, alone, furnishing over 40 per cent, of all the deaths from

this class of diseases.

The number of deaths from diseases of Urinative, Generative,

Locomotive and Integumentive Organs, was quite limited, being

375. The last Report shows 388. The largest item amongst

these is childbirth, which furnishes 155. Of these, 55 occurred

in Boston.

Old Age. There are 763 persons reported as having died of

old age. Of these, 165 were between 90 and 100 years, and 9

over 100. The per cent, which old age bears to other causes is
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4.75, or four hundred and seventy-five in every ten thousand

deaths.

Violent Causes. Accidents have removed 198 of our citizens

from the stage of existence, during the period which this Report

covers. A large proportion of these are railroad casualties. We
have to record one inurder against ten in 1849, and one execution.

The number of suicides was 49, being 18 less than the preceding

year.

We close these brief statistical comparisons and deductions with

some extracts on their importance from the Sanitary Report :

—

"It may be said, I don't think much of your statistics
;
you can

prove anything by figures. This is an oft-repeated remark, but

in our judgment, may be easily answered. Statistics may be

defined as the science or art of applying facts to the elucidation

and demonstration of truth. It is the basis of social and political

economy, and the only sure ground on which the truth or false-

hood of theories can be brought to the test. Mere columns of

figures may or may not be statistics. They form, in any case, a

small part only of the illustration. Combination and deduction

are required to give them full effect." Says the Edinburgh

Review, "A well organized system of civil registration is one of

the first wants of an enlightened people. No man in such a

people is above or beneath authenticating his existence, his

claims on the protection of his country, and his fulfilment of

the duties of a citizen, or of contributing his individual quota

of information in what personally concerns himself or family, in

reply to any system of queries which the government, in its wis-

dom, may see fit to institute respecting them. Such information

may be regarded as a poll tax, which in this form a government

is fairly entitled to impose, which is at once the justest and least

onerous of taxes ;
or rather it may be looked upon as a mode of

self representation, by which each individual takes a part in

directing the views of the legislature in objects of universal

concern. Nothing, therefore, can be more unreasonable than to

exclaim against it, or to endeavor to thwart the views of gov-

ernment in establishing such a system; nor anything more just

than to guarantee its fidelity by penalties imposed on false returns

or wilful omissions."
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NOTES

As tliere has been, in some instances, incompleteness in the returns furnished

by the clerks of tlie different towns, it is proposed to embody, as concisely as

possible, these particulars with a view to furnish some hints to those whom the

laws require to make the returns.

We trust and expect an improvement will be made in future returns, in accord-

ance with the hints presented in the last Report in regard to their datal order,

&c., as it would require but little effort on the part of the town clerks, individ-

ually, to make their returns by commencing the head of each sheet with the

month of January, and recording all the births, marriages or deaths, as the case

may be, which occurred in that month, then proceeding with the next in order
;

and thus save a vast amount of labor, which is now required by their being so

intermingled in every conceivable manner. Quite a number of towns, already,

follow this plan, which the plainest dictates of method would seem to indicate.

Below, we designate those towns most remiss in giving the desired information.

BARNSTABLE COUNTY.

All the towns in this county made returns except Dennis, which has made no

returns since 1844.

Births.—Returns generally good—names omitted in Brewster, Harwich, and

Provincetown. Three births

—

sex not stated.

Marriages.—Quite an improvement from last year.

Deaths.—Ages and sex very generally given.

BERKSHIRE COUNTY.

Cheshire made returns of marriages ; the first notice that town has ever taken

of the Registration Law.

Births.—Lanesborough made no returns of births. Sex defined in all but two

instances.

Marriages.—Every town reported in this particular.

Deaths.—Every town, except Cheshire, made returns of deaths. There were

25 deaths in Savoy, instead of 2, as given in its appropriate place, 10 males, 15

females ; aggregate age, 843 years ; average, 33.36. Sex omitted in 24 instances,

14 of which occurred in Adams. We notice one death in Great Barrington, of

childbirth, at 13 years 9 months.

BRISTOL COUNTY.

Every town in this county made returns of births, marriages, and deaths.

Births.—Generally full and complete returns. Sex defined in all but seven

cases, three of which were in Attleborough.
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Marriages.—We notice a manifest improvement in stating ages and condi-

tions of marriage, whether first or subsequent marriage, in many towns which

were deficient in these respects in the last Report.

Deaths.—>Sex omitted in 22 cases, 18 of which were in New Bedford.

DUKES COUNTY.
Births.—Names omitted in Chihnark and Tisbury too much, and Edgartown

neglected to state the sex ; amongst 42 births, 8 are returned as unknown.

Marriages and Deaths more complete.

ESSEX COUNTY.
Complete returns, including the new town of Groveland, which was incorpo-

rated in 1850.

Births.—Sex defined in all but ten cases, 4 of which were in Danvers.

Parentage altogether neglected in Salem.

Marriages.—Returns generally good, witli the exception of Salem, which

neglected to state the ages in all but 8 cases out of 199.

Deaths.—Sex defined in all but 9 instances ; ages very generally given.

FRANKLIN COUNTY.

This county, which has heretofore been very remiss, is represented in this

Report with one exception, which is the town of Conway. This town has made

but one return, and that only of births, since 1844.

Births.—Greenfield and Northfield are very deficient in regard to names and

sex, which Avere omitted in this county in 21 instances, 11 being in Greenfield and

6 in Northfield. Greenfield also neglected parentage.

Marriages.—Greenfield deficient in ages.

Deaths.—Sex omitted in 16 cases, 9 of which occurred in Greenfield, which

seems to be very faulty in making its returns. Greenfield returns but 27 deaths,

but the town clerk remarks that it is reported 54 occurred.

HAMPDEN COUNTY.

Chester and the new town of Holyoke failed to make returns.

Births.—Names omitted in Granville entirely, and partially in Wilbraham.

Marriages.—Chicopee and Springfield deficient in ages and conditions of

parties, whether first or subsequent marriage.

Deaths.—Returns generally good ; sex defined in all but 12 instances, 8 of

which were in Westfield.

HAMPSHIRE COUNTY.

Enfield and Greenwich made no returns ; with this exception the county is com-

plete.

Births.—Remarkably complete, with the exception of parentage in Hadley

and Northampton.

Marriages.—Westhampton wanting in ages and conditions.

Deaths.—Sex omitted in 9 cases, 8 of which were in Northampton.

8
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MIDDLESEX COUNTY.

Middlesex made full returns, including the towns of Melrose and Winchester,

which were incorporated in 1850.

Births.—Sex undefined in 33 instances, an undue proportion of which were

in Framingham. Parentage was neglected entirely in Concord, Framingham, and

Maiden.

Marriages.—Exhibit a decided improvement in regard to ages and conditions.

Deaths.—5*62: was stated in all but 17 cases, which is comparatively a small

number, considering it is the largest county in point of population ; 8 of these,

however, occurred in Acton, which is very deficient in this particular.

NANTUCKET COUNTY.

Births.—Names omitted too much.

Marriages.—More complete.

Deaths.—Sex omitted in 6 instances.

NORFOLK COUNTY.

Complete returns were received from this county.

Births.—Sharon and Stoughton omitted to state parentage entirely. Sex de-

fined with three exceptions.

Marriages.—Roxbury deficient in ages and conditions, whether first or sub-

sequent marriage.

Deaths.—Sex and age very generally given.

PLYMOUTH COUNTY.

Middleboiough made no return.

Births.—Sex omitted in 6 instances. Only 91 births of foreign parentage

reported in this county. Names omitted too much in Abington.

Marriages.—Returns very good.

Deaths.—Only 4 cases where the sex is undefined. Of 83 deaths reported

in Rochester, 15 of them occurred in California, or returning therefrom.

SUFFOLK COUNTY.

Births.—Chelsea is deficient in regard to parentage ; there are also 10 cases

where the sex is undefined, while in the city of Boston there are only two

!

Marriages and Deaths.—The returns are very full in every particular.

WORCESTER COUNTY.

Returns were received from every town in this county except Upton, which

has made no return since 1845. The return of births from Sterling was not in

season for its appearance in this Report.

Births.—Sex. Winchendon was very deficient in this respect, it being unde-

fined in 14 instances.

Marriages.—JVativity. Leominster and Southbridge deficient on this point.

Deaths.—^ge and sex generally given. Only 14 instances where the sex

was undefined, 5 of which were in Brookfield,
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We close these brief notices by presenting below what may be considered a

model letter on this subject, from one of the town clerks :

—

Town Clerk's Office
;

Berlin, January 15, 1851.

To the Secretary of State :

Sir :—The returns of Births, Marriages and Deaths, herewith transmitted, are

believed to be full and accurate, with the exception of the order in which the

names and dates are placed. For this irregularity the clerk is not responsible,

except in the record and return of births, the marriages and deaths having been

recorded as they were returned to him by the clergyman and sexton.

Should the duty of making the records and returns be committed to the same

hands in future, pains shall be taken to insure greater exactness in the particulars

named.

Yours very respectfully,

LEWIS SAWYER, Town Gerk.
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